@' Outlook

CHARM's Newsletter: October Issue

From CHARM <charm@miami.edu>
Date Wed 10/7/2026 2:04 PM
To CHARM <charm®@listserv.miami.edu>

o CHARM
L

Wednesday, October 7, 2026 - 11 min read View in Outlook Newsletters
CHARM's Newsletter: October Issue

¥ CHARM

Center for HIV and Research in Mental Health

o |

FABULOUSNESS CORNER



https://outlook.office.com/newsletters/pages/0090b250-2443-47e3-9624-5566ca0787e9/read
https://outlook.office.com/newsletters/newsletters/8ca821d7e4b6bc48b473fa009a41617e23

On September 10th-11th, CFAR, CHARM, and CTSI hosted Engage & Connect: Community Roundtable
Series. This was a 2-day event that fostered meaningful dialogue and collaboration between community
members, business organizations, healthcare practitioners, and researchers. Thank you to all those who

attended!
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» Upcoming Events
" P g

October 9, 2026
Miami-Dade County PrEP Symposium

Converge Miami
All Day from 8:30 am- 4:30pm

The 2026 Miami-Dade County PrEP Symposium
will be hosted by Gilead Sciences, CHARM, and
the REACH Equity Team, in collaboration with the
Florida Department of Health. This event will
focus on PrEP provider training and
engagement, incorporating hands-on

workshops dedicated to PrEP protocol
innovation and service delivery models.

Click here or scan the QR code in the image to
apply. Spots are limited!

Miami-Dade County

PrEP Symposium!

Gilead Sciences, CHARM, and the REACH Equity Team, in collaboration with the
Florida Department of Health, are hosting a 1-day symposium dedicated to PrEP
er t and ir ion!

@ Monday, October 9th
@ Al Day from 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

g 1951 NW 7th A
0 Converge Miami | Miami, FL 33136

Register Now!

Submit by October 1st, spots are
limited and will not be secure until we
reach out to you with an invitation.
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Questions? Contact Alex Porras
(axp2629@miami.edu)

October 15, 2026 2-4pm EST
National Latinx AIDS Awareness Day

Don Soffer Clinical Research Center, Rm 1080A

Join us to commemorate National Latino AIDS
Awareness Day (NLAAD) and communicate our
service offerings to the community.

Click here or scan the QR code to register.

Questions? Contact Meadgine limet
(mfil3@miami.edu).

October 15, 2026 3pm EST

Pragmatic Healthcare Ethnography for
HIV and Substance Use Disorder Care
and Research: Designing for Impact

Please join the UCLA Rapid, Rigorous, and
Relevant (3R) Implementation Science Hub for
an upcoming Methods Workshop entitled
“Pragmatic Healthcare Ethnography for HIV and
Substance Use Disorder Care and Research:
Designing for Impact”.

This 90-minute workshop introduces practical
skills in ethnographic research, illustrated
through rich case vignettes demonstrating how
ethnographic methods can illuminate context,
barriers and facilitators, unexpected events, and
dynamic interactions in implementation settings.

Click here to register.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2026
Event Time: 2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Location: Don Soffer Clinical Research Center, Room 1080A
Address: 1120 NW 14th St, Miami, FL 33136
Parking:
CRB Parking: 58 daily maximum
Jackson Parking: First 2 hours free

LEARN - SHAKE - CELEEKATE
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“UCLA Rapid, Rigorous, Relevant Implementation Science Hub

PRAGMATIC HEALTHCARE ETHNOGRAPHY FOR
HIV AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER CARE AND
RESEARCH: DESIGNING FOR IMPACT

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2026
12-1:30 PM PT | 3-4:30 PM ET
DESCRIPTION:

This 90-minute workshop intreduces practical
skills in ethnographic research, illustrated SPEAKERS:
through rich case vignettes demonstrating

how ethnographic methods can illuminate
context, barriers and facilitators, unexpected
events, and dynumic interactions in
implementation settings.

REGISTER HERE

https://tinyurl.com/ysjnfhpn

QUESTIONS:
Email ucla3rhubemednet.ucla.edu
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October 21, 2026 2pm EST

EIS 101: The Foundations of
Implementation Science

New to implementation science or looking for a
refresher? Join this session for an overview of
core IS and EIS concepts, theories, models, and
frameworks, and how to apply them in your
research. This session will be led by Dr. Alyssa
Lozano, PhD, and Dr. Mae Tidd, PhD, and will
build on previous trainings to promote continued
learning and knowledge dissemination. This
session is open to all and will provide practical
insights to support meaningful engagement in
implementation research and practice.

Click here to register.

Questions? Contact Alex Porras
(axp2629@miami.edu)

October 21, 2026 11am CT

Issues in Pragmatic Implementation
Science

Join us for a virtual Implementation Science
Seminar featuring Russell E. Glasgow, PhD. This
event is hosted by the UTHealth Institute for
Implementation Science and sponsored by the
Center for Health Promotion and Prevention
Research: UTSPH, a designated provider of
continuing education contact hours (CECH) in
health education by the National Commission for
Health Education Credentialing, Inc.

Click here to register.

CHARM EIS Core Presents ’ : t

(-

EIS 101: The Foundations of  ~//F I
Implementation Science

New to implementation science or looking for a refresher?
Join this introductory session for an overview of core IS and EIS concepts,
theories, models, and frameworks! Open to anyone seeking to strengthen their
foundational knowledge, this session will provide practical insights to support
meaningful engagement in implementation research and practice.

Wednesday, October 21%, 2026
2:00 PM EST

Virtual via Zoom

.E REGISTER NOW
a

L'\"; / f'.’?
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Implementation
science Seminar Series

Issues in Pragmatic
Implementation Science

Russell E. Glasgow, PhD
Director of Dissemination and

Implementation Science Core at
ACCORDS Center, University of
Colorado Anschutz

October 21, 2026
11AM - 12PM CT

go.uth.edu/2026seminarseries

This event is hosted by the UTHealth Institute for Implementation Science and sponsored by the Center
for Health Promotion and Prevention Research: UTSPH, a designated provider of continuing education
contact hours (CECH) in health education by the National Commission for Health Education
Credentialing, Inc. This program is designated for Certified Health Education Specialists (CHES)
and/or Master Centified Health Education Specialists (MCHES) to receive up 1o 1 total Category | contact
education contact hour: Maximum advanced-level continuing education contact hours available are 0.
Continuing Competency credits available are 1." Provider ID#1153624

UTHealth Houston

Institute for Contact Lizette.Gutierrez@uth.tmc.edu

with questions or for more information.

Implementation

Science
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October 22, 2026

"The Last Gift" Documentary - Seminar

and Screening
Lois Pope Life Center

Event at 11:30am. Pizza at 1pm.

UM's Department of Cells and Systems Biology
and CHARM will be co-hosting a seminar and
private screening of the Emmy Award-Winning
Documentary, "The Last Gift: Scientific Discovery
at the End of Life" with invited speaker David
(Davey) M. Smith, MD, MAS.

This documentary sheds light on The Last Gift
Study at UC San Diego; a tissue donation study
aimed at understanding the impacts of HIV on
the body though rapid-autopsy research.

Dr. Smith is the founding director and Pl of the
Last Gift program, which is an end-of-life
translational research model designed to answer
open research questions needed to cure HIV.

Click here to register.

October 27th & 28th, 2026

Florida HIV CPR Conference
Tampa, FL

The Florida HIV CPR conference seeks to bring
together community members, providers, and
researchers to network with colleagues and
peers, learn about ongoing and current research
initiatives throughout the state and create
synergy amongst the attendees for potential
future collaborative reseach projects.

Visit cprconference.org to learn more.

THE LAST GIFT .

0 SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY AT THE END OF LIFE #
.......‘...._‘/'

THURSDAY ‘2@ OCTOBER

LOIS POPE LIFE CENTER

Documentary screening and
seminar featuring
Davey M. Smith, MD, MAS

.

SAVE THE DATE!

Florida HIV CPR Conference

Reimagining the Future of HIV -
Integrating Science, Policy, and Community
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October 28, 2026 2pm EST

Save the Date for MHD-CE's Upcoming
Speaker Series

Our MHD- CE Core Speaker Series invites
scholars both locally and across the U.S. who are
tackling MH and inconsistencies in HIV care using
innovative, culturally congruent, and population-
informed approaches, assessments, and
interventions. This month's speaker series will be
presented by Dr. Simon Howard.

Further information will be shared at a later
date.

Questions? Contact Meadgine limet
(mfil3@miami.edu).

October 29, 2026 2pm EST

The Road to R Funding: Insights from
Successful Awardees

Don Soffer Clinical Research Building, Ste 710

Join a panel of faculty as they share lessons
learned, challenges encountered, and strategies
that helped them secure major external grants.
Moderated by the Miami CTSI K12 Program Co-
Director Alessia Fornoni, M.D., Ph.D., FASN, the
discussion will offer practical insights into
building a competitive research program,
strengthening grant applications, and navigating
the path to research independence.

Scan the QR code to register.

MHD-CE CORE

MHD-CE Speaker Series
Save the Date!

Wednesday, October 28th, 2026 2PM Q

s

Virtual Seminar

QOur MHD- CE Core Speaker Series
invites scholars both locally and across
the U.S. who are tackling MH and
inconsistencies in HIV care using
innovative, culturally congruent, and
population-informed approaches,
assessments, and interventions.

Presenter:

Dr. Simon Howard, PhD

Asst. Professor

Psychological Sciences Faculty
Director, Pride Lab

L_JSYLVESTER
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THE ROAD TO R FUNDING

Insights from Successful Awardees

i A

DEFNE MERLINE TALI
BAYIK WATSON, PH.D. BENNY, M.D. ELFASSY, PH.D.

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI HEALTH SYSTEM

THURSDAY

0CT 29

2-3PM

1120 NW 14th Street,
Suite 710

Miami CTSI
Training Center

Dl

e

ALBERTO R. RAMOS
M.D.,M.S., FAAN, FAASM  SOLLE, PH.D., RN, FAAN

SCAN TO REGISTER

NATASHA SCHAEFER JUSTIN
TAYLOR, M.D

Join a panel of faculty who from career P funding to i research
support as they share lessons learned, challenges encountered, and strategies that helped them secure major external
grants. Moderated by the Miami CTSI K12 Program Co-Director Alessia Fernoni, M.D., Ph.D., FASN, the discussion
will offer practical insights inta building a competitive research program, strengthening grant applications, and
navigating the path to research independence.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Early-career investigators pursuing or currently holding career development awards, and those
interested in R funding or equivalent



November 11, 2026 2pm EST

How do we evaluate the long-term
impact of public health interventions?
An introduction to simulation
modeling

Don Soffer Clinical Research Building, Ste 710
Refreshments will be provided.

In this presentation, Dr. Lin Zhu will introduce the
fundamentals of simulation modeling and
demonstrate how these methods are used to
evaluate the health and economic impact of
public health interventions. Drawing on examples
from her research in hepatitis C elimination
among people who inject drugs, she will illustrate
how simulation modeling can inform policy
decisions and resource allocation.

Click here to join remotely.

Questions? Contact Renae Schmidt
(rds174@miami.edu) and Sophie Gonzalez
(stgd6@miami.edu)

December 2, 2026

Implementation Science Half-Day
Workshop

Don Soffer Clinical Research Center, Room 710
Half-Day from 8:30 am- 12:00pm

Sponsored by the Center for Latino Health
Research Opportunities (CLaRO) and CHARM,
this workshop will focus on training attendees on
the Stages of Implementation Completion (SIC)
and Costs of Implementing New Strategies
(COINS) frameworks, incorporating educational
sessions, hands-on activites, and expert
consultations with attendees interested in
applying these tools to their own work.

Click here or scan the QR code to register.

METHODS CORE SEMINAR

How do we evaluate the long-term impact
of public health interventions?
An introduction to simulation modeling
Wednesday, Nov 11th 2-3pm ET
Don Soffer Clinical Research Center, 7th Floor, Ste 710

Refreshments will be provided

This presentation will introduce the

fundamentals of simulation modeling

and demonstrate how these methods

are used to evaluate the health and

economic impact of public health

interventions.

Presenter:

Lin Zhu, MBBS, PhD

Assistant Professor

Department of Public Health Sciences
University of Miami

Implementation Science
- Half-Day Workshop

Co-sponsored by the Center for Latino Health Research Opportunities (CLaRO), this workshop will
focus on training attendees on the Stages of Implementation Completion ® (SIC) and Costs of
Implementing New Strategies (COINS) frameworks, incorporating educational sessions,
hands-on activities, and expert consultations with attendees interested in applying these tools to
their own work,

i WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2"°, 2026

g @ 8:30 AM-12:00 PM

CTSI TRAINING CENTER
Don Soffer Clinical Research Center (Room 770)
1120 NW 14th St., Miami, FL, 33136

\LDANA, PHD

reh Scientist, Center for Implementation Science,
5° Lighthouse Institute

Dr. Saldana's research focuses on advancinilhe use of evidence-based practice (EBP) in
public-serving systems. She is a clinical psychologist and implementation scientist focused on
the development, evaluation, and implementation of prevention-focused EBPs. Dr. Saldana led
a multidisciplinary team of researchers to develop the SIC and COINS tools, which have been
adopted worldwide to measure, track, and facilitate implementation processes,
milestones, and resource use for different behavioral and physical healthcare programs.

REGISTER NOW

Questions? Contact Alex Porras at
axpfe29@miami.edu


https://miami.zoom.us/j/97359565620?pwd=AHYy7LAzIchyAtDt422O8bRQyjmHsh.1
https://redcap.miami.edu/surveys/?s=7K7F4WTEKH87LXFF

Questions? Contact Alex Porras
(axp2629@miami.edu)
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Featured Publications

Mandated Supporting, Not Reporting:
Reimagining Maternal Health Care for Women

Who Use Drugs

Katrina Ciraldo, Marina Plesons, Griffin Sansbury, Krystle Culbertson, Harshitha Kakani,
Julia Finster, Edward Suarez, Hansel E. Tookes, & Kathryn M. Nowotny

T TN,
I// Introduction N g Methods \\I
I * Women with substance use disorders (SUD) are I ¢ Interviews were conducted with:
| less likely to receive adequate prenatal and [ o 21l individuals who experienced
I postpartum care and often face barriers to care : ' pregnancy with active substance use
I including fear of child custody loss and I (referred to here as “participants”)
| criminal legal involvement, provider stigma, I o 14 providers who deliver medical,
I and inaccessible treatment. | behavioral, and/or social services to
I * This study examined how punitive surveillance I this population (referred to here as
I systems generate fear, disrupt care, and I ; “providers”)
| undermine maternal health while identifying | | * Transcripts were analyzed using rapid
'\ alternatives rooted in reproductive justice. } |\ qualitative analysis (RQA).
N P \. V2
- - - ------"""""-"F""-""-""-"F"-"""-""-""-""-""""¥""-""""-"""-—""-"="-"=-—""F"="¥"¥"¥=-"="-"¥7="¥"="-"¥=—-"=—-"¥/="="/="/"/"="="""" ~.
[ Results A
I  All participants identified as women and had a mean age of 35 years old.
| * All participants reported at least one previous pregnancy with active substance use and had a
I range of drug use, HIV, pregnancy, and criminal legal system experiences.
I * Providers included 5 physicians, 3 case managers, 2 social workers, 2 peer support specialists,
| and 2 other allied health professionals.

~ e e e e e e ___//
{ Qualitative Themes 3
|
¢ Expanding access to MOUD during pregnancy I
| Vi\e [ [T 4(e13 I ¢ Addressing stigma as a barrier to care and driver of
I Services surveillance-related fears
* Reframing addiction as a chronic, treatable condition
¢ Intense fear of child removal
Child Welfare & Calls to replace punitive reporting with supportive
approaches
Sys'tems ¢ Need for accessible, family-centered systems that prevent
separation and promote reunification
Power of lived experience in fostering trust
SLoTT @ feTele]gdle Role of peers in providing social support and system navigation :
Models Importance of formal training and trauma-informed preparation
to ensure safe, effective, and sustainable support |
/
_________________ P
- Ty ey ey ~
{ Conclusions 3
I The study demonstrates how punitive state policies exacerbate trauma, disrupt recovery, and |
| intensify health inequities. Findings underscore how reproductive justice frameworks can inform {
l\ more compassionate and effective responses to maternal substance use. /)




Ciraldo, K., Plesons, M., Sansbury, G., Culbertson, K., Kakani, H., Finster, J., Suarez, E., Tookes, H. E., &
Nowotny, K. M. (2026). Mandated supporting, not reporting: Reimagining maternal health care for women
who use drugs. Social science & medicine (1982), 407, 119713.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2026.119713
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Notices & Opportunities

¢ The HIV/AIDS and Emerging Infectious Diseases Institute (HEIDI) is accepting applications for our State
of Florida Pilot Award Program.

o The purpose of HEIDI’s State of Florida Pilot Award Program is to encourage innovative, high-risk
research to generate preliminary data, build collaborations, and enhance competitiveness for
extramural funding on the topics of HIV cure/reservoirs and HIV vaccine research. Pilot
applicants can receive up to $80k in awarded funds depending on available funding. Requests
for higher amounts will be considered for proposals involving mouse or non-human primate
studies if clear justification can be provided.

o Applications are due Oct. 19, 2026 by 11:50 PM.

o For questions, candidates can reach out to: Dr. Alexandria Meinecke (axm2896@miami.edu).

o Click here to apply.

¢ Mentoring the Mentors Training hosted by the Univeresity of California, San Francsico Bay Area
(USCSF-Bay Area) will be held on January 19-20, 2027.

o The two-day workshop features didactic and interactive sessions to provide attendees with
concrete tools for supporting early career investigators through common challenges and pitfalls,
developing a structured mentoring plan and building a high-quality mentoring relationship, and
covers topics of Al in mentoring, conflict and time management, leadership styles, manuscript &
grant writing, individual development plans, life-work balance and integration with mentees,
alternative funding strategies, etc.

o We anticipate that we will award a limited number of travel and lodging scholarships to support
airfare/hotel for selected applicants. Potential participants interested in applying for the travel
scholarship must have involvement in HIV research.

o Registration deadline: November 6, 2026

o Note: Please register by November 2, 2026 if interested in a scholarship award.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2026.119713
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o

Click here to register.

¢ University of Miami CFAR Generating Access & Progress (GAP) Supplemental Funding Opportunity

o

This funding opportunity is designed to support innovative HIV/AIDS research, related travel,
and/or publication costs.
Applications are encouraged across the spectrum of HIV/AIDS research including basic, clinical,
social/behavioral, and implementation sciences.
The GAP award funds are meant to better position projects for extramural funding with a clear
path articulated.
For FY2027, priority will be given to applications that are seeking support for projects with
preexisting data in:

= 1) implementation science research and/or

= 2)using Al in research
Miami CFAR award recipients will receive up to $10,000 (direct costs only) for a project period
of 6 months (February 1, 2026 to July 31, 2026).
Interested candidates are encouraged to submit their proposals by 5:00 PM ET, November 30,
2026.
Click here to submit you proposal.

e COMING SOON! 2026 Lauren F. Collins, Emerging Research Pilot (ERP) Award through the Study of
Treatment and Reproductive Outcomes (STAR)

o

(o]

(o]

(o]

The award supports early-stage investigators and is dedicated to the memory of Lauren F.
Collins, an early career leader within STAR and a remarkable scientist, clinician, and colleague.
Key Details:
= Applications Open: September 1, 2026
= |ntent to Apply (non-binding): September 15, 2026
= Full Application Due: October 15, 2026
= Award Notification: November 15, 2026
= Project Start: January 1, 2027
® Project Completion: August 31, 2027
= Maximum Budget Up to $50,000 direct costs
Eligibility & Scope:
= Projects must be feasible within the project period and align with the STAR priority areas
focusing on HIV prevention, treatment, and related health conditions for reproductive-age
women.
= Applicants must have a primary appointment with a STAR study site (University of Miami,
Emory University, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, George Washington University,
University of Alabama and Birmingham, University of Mississippi Medical Center, and
Johns Hopkins University) and have at least one current STAR investigator serving as a
mentor.
= They must hold a current master’s degree, doctoral degree, or MD (or equivalent) and
should not be more than 10 years beyond graduation of their terminal degree or
fellowship/training. Examples include a doctoral student or postdoctoral fellow, research
associate/scientist, instructor/lecturer, assistant professor, or equivalent at their
institution.
= |ndividuals who currently serve or have previously served as Principal Investigator on an
RO1 equivalent research grant or comparable independent research award are not
eligible.
For questions about eligibility or to request STAR protocol documents, please email Déja L. Er
(deja.l.er@emory.edu).



https://cfar.ucsf.edu/mentoring-mentors-application
https://redcap.link/MiamiCFARDevelopmentalCore
mailto:deja.l.er@emory.edu

e COMING SOON! Academy of Science, Engineering, & Medicine of Florida (ASEMFL)
Annual Meeting

o The ASEMFL Annual Meeting will be held in Tampa, FL on November 6-7,2026.

o Posters are intended for trainees (graduate students and postdocs) in academia or
early-stage researchers (within 5 years of their initial independent position) in industry,
non-profit, or government positions.

o Posters are a great opportunity for trainees and new researchers to network and receive
input on specific projects in sciences, engineering, and/or medicine.

o Click here for more information.

e COMING SOON! The Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine's annual implementation
science training short courses.
o April 20-22, 2027 Implementation Science Academy (ISA):
= An immersive training experience designed for researchers and implementers seeking to
build or strengthen their foundation in implementation science. Participants receive
tailored feedback on research proposals and practice initiatives while engaging in
interactive learning, project-based consultation, and community building.
o January 28-29, 2027 Implementation Science Academy+ (ISA+):
= A new advanced training opportunity designed for researchers and implementers with
foundational implementation science knowledge who are ready to build, test, and refine
solutions to complex real-world implementation challenges. This intensive program
emphasizes advanced application of implementation science methods to accelerate
impact in practice settings.
o For both programs, please contact mss_education@northwestern.edu with questions and visit
the Northwestern Methodological Training Institutes webpage for additional information. Both
applications are due January 8th, 2027.

+©

e Peer Review: CHARM organizes mock review meetings of grant proposals prior to NIH grant
submissions. Each review consists of a one-hour Zoom meeting with up to three reviewers, who
provide structured, constructive feedback to strengthen the proposal before submission. CHARM also
provides Specific Aims Reviews for investigators who would like to receive feedback on an aims page


https://www.asemfl.org/asemfl-2026-meeting/
mailto:mss_education@northwestern.edu
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under development to evaluate the key aspects of significance and innovation in early stages of the
grant proposal process. Please contact Yanexy Rivera at ydc9@miami.edu for more information on
dates.

e Grant Ready with CHARM: A comprehensive pre-submission support program designed to prepare
investigators for NIH grant submission. The program includes Specific Aims review, Methods
consultation as needed, and a full mock peer review. Editorial services are provided upon completion
of the full program to ensure clarity, coherence, and compliance prior to submission. Please contact
Yanexy Rivera at ydc9@miami.edu for questions or to participate in the program.

* CLARO Measures Library: The El Centro/CHARM measures library houses a multitude of measures
translated into Spanish and other languages and can be used to identify and access measures for
research studies.

* Consultations: Consultations can be requested via the Research Navigation Portal (see the CHARM
website for more information).

o The Methods Core supports researchers and community members via consultations regarding
quantitative and/or qualitative research methods, designing a study, power analysis, data
management, and more.

o EIS Core leadership and co-investigators are available for 1-on-1 consultations to advise on
Implementation Science Guidance, grant development, match-making with community
stakeholders and implementers, finding a partner for specific implementation science work, and
more.

o The MHD-CE Core provides consultations on psychosocial assessment, community-engaged
research methods, intervention development, IRB and human-subjects considerations,
identifying community partners or stakeholders, engaging with the Community Advisory Board,
recruitment support, and grant development related to mental health disparities or community
engagement.

¢ Implementer Consent-to-Contact Database: One-time survey for South Florida implementers involved
in implementing HIV and Mental Health services at various community organizations. Respondents
answer questions about their needs, priorities, and interest in participating in implementation
research.

To see more information on our services, please visit our website: charm.miami.edu

+©
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Need a Consultation?

P

Use the CHARM Research Navigation Portal to easily request consultations from our 5 Cores
and take your research to the next level!

Visit the Navigation Portal Page on our website for more information.

For questions or comments regarding the CHARM newsletter, please contact: charm@miami.edu.
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